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Your REALISTIC WEATHERADIO ALERT is specially designed to receive weather 
reports broadcast 24 hours a day by the National Weather Service. Special 
stations provide most of the United States with continuous news of weather 
conditions and forecasts; your Weatheradio Alert receives their 
transmissions from up to 50 miles away! These stations operate at 162.55, 
162.475, or 162.40 MHz. 

In addition to reception of weather information, this radio incorporates 
a special alarm circuit that sounds when an emergency weather situation 
exists. The local National Weather Service transmission broadcasts a 
special signal that triggers this circuit automatically. 

The built-in siren alarm operates at full power regardless of the volume 
control setting and is ready to be triggered anytime the red standby LED 
is lit. An optional lock-on for the siren alarm is available to provide 
a continuous alarm for maximum warning. The red standby LED flashes in 
addition to the siren after the alarm is broadcast. 

A convenient alarm TEST button lets you check for proper operation of the 
siren alarm. Your Weatheradio Alert comes with both line cord and 
telescoping rod antennas for best reception. 

In case of AC power failure, the unit switches automatically to the 
internal battery thus assuring you of complete weather alert protection 
(especially during those critical power-out situations) . 

Your Weatheradio Alert is crystal-controlled for tuning accuracy (crystal 


not replaceable) . 
CONTROLS AND FEATURES: 
TEST Bar 

ALERT Bar 

WEATHER Bar 

Standby LED 

BATTERY Door 

ALERT LOCK Switch 

VOLUME/Power Switch 

CHANNEL Switch 

ANTENNA Switch 

Telescopic Antenna 




CAUTION: TO REDUCE THE RISK OF ELECTRIC SHOCK DO NOT REMOVE COVER, OR BACK 
NO USER-SERVICEABLE PARTS INSIDE. REFER SERVICING TO QUALIFIED 
SERVICE PERSONNEL. 



WARNING: TO PREVENT FIRE OR SHOCK HAZARD, DO NOT EXPOSE THIS APPLIANCE TO 
RAIN OR MOISTURE. 
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Weather Broadcast Reception 

1. Uncoil the power cable and plug it into a source of 120 volts, 60 Hz 
AC power. Rotate the VOLUME control toward the rear of the unit to 
turn the unit on. Set to about mid position. 

2. Set the ANTENNA switch (on the bottom) to LINE. 

3. Press the WEATHER bar. 

4. Set the CHANNEL switch (on the bottom) to the position that produces 
the loudest voice signal. Adjust VOLUME for a comfortable listening 
level . 

Note: If you are in a fringe reception area, the signal may be broken or 

noisy. In such a case, set the ANTENNA switch (on the bottom) to 
ROD. Grasp the black and end cap of the antenna, unsnap it from its 
holder and rotate the antenna to the vertical position. Then extend 
the antenna to its full length by gently pulling upward on the cap. 
If reception is still not clear, try locating the unit near an 
outside wall or window for improved reception. 

Alert Operation 

1. Follow the steps above. This ensures that the unit is adjusted 
properly for the local National Weather Service frequency and 
positioned for best reception. 

2. Check the red LED. Whenever the unit is plugged into an operating AC 
outlet and the VOLUME is on, the red standby LED will be on. This LED 
tells you the unit is ready to be triggered by the National Weather 
Service. In the event of a weather emergency, the National Weather 
Service will broadcast a special electronic triggering signal that 
causes the standby LED to flash and turns on a powerful siren alarm 
inside your Weatheradio Alert. This warns you that emergency weather 
information is being broadcast. 

3. Push the WEATHER bar to hear emergency information; adjust VOLUME for 
a comfortable listening level. Pressing the WEATHER bar stops the 
siren alarm (until another alert is broadcast) . The trigger signal is 
broadcast for 10 seconds, so if you push the WEATHER bar after the 
siren starts sounding, you'll hear the trigger signal first, and then 



the emergency information. 

4. Push the ALERT bar to return the unit to the standby condition. The 
standby LED will come on again. (You don't need to adjust VOLUME. The 
siren alarm comes on at full power automatically, regardless of VOLUME 
setting . ) 

Note: If the ALERT LOCK is on, the siren alarm sounds continuously when 

the trigger signal is broadcast, until you press the WEATHER bar. 

If the ALERT LOCK is off, the siren alarm sounds only while the 
trigger signal is broadcast for the normal 10 seconds. The red 
standby LED flashes in both settings when a trigger signal is 
broadcast . 

When the ALERT LOCK is on, once an alert is broadcast the siren alarm 
stays on until you press the WEATHER bar. So, if you come in from a 
shopping trip, the alarm will still be sounding if there was an alert 
broadcast while you were out. Press the WEATHER bar to turn off the 
siren and listen for more emergency information; push the ALERT bar 
again to return the unit to standby condition to receive another alert. 

Alarm Test 

Anytime the unit is ON and in the standby condition, you can test the 

alarm by pushing the TEST bar and holding it down one or two seconds. The 

Alarm will continue sounding after you stop pushing the button until you 
push the WEATHER bar if the ALERT LOCK is on. After testing the Alarm, be 
sure to push the ALERT bar again to return the unit to the Standby 
condition . 

Battery Operation 

Your WEATHERADIO ALERT is designed so if AC power fails, operation 
switches to battery power automatically. 

Remove the battery compartment cover by pressing the compartment release 
bar at the bottom of the unit and lifting the cover from the back. Snap 

the battery contacts over the 9-volt battery (not included) . Install the 

battery and replace the cover. 

We recommend that you use only an alkaline-type 9 volt battery, such as 
RadioShack's catalog number 23-553. Never leave a weak or dead battery in 
your unit; never store the unit with the battery installed (a weak or dead 
battery can leak damaging chemicals.) 


Periodically check the battery by disconnecting AC power with the VOLUME 



turned on. If the standby LED remains at the same brightness, the battery 
is OK. If the LED glows dimmer, replace the battery with a fresh alkaline 
type. 


IMPORTANT Note: Since battery power is automatically applied whenever AC 

power is disconnected (and the power switch is on) , be 
sure to turn off power when not in use or when the line 
cord is disconnected (otherwise the battery will run 
down) . 
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INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Read all the safety and operating instructions before operating your 
new Realistic Weatheradio Alert. All instructions and safety 
precautions should be followed and the instructions should be retained 
for future reference for your safety and convenience. 

2. Do not use the unit near water, for example, near a bathtub, washbowl, 
kitchen sink, laundry tub, in a wet basement, or near a swimming pool 
etc . 

3. Adequate ventilation is necessary. The unit should be situated so 
that its location or position does not interfere with its proper 
ventilation. For example, the appliance should not be situated on 
a bed, sofa, rug or similar surface that may block the ventilation 
openings; or, placed in a built-in installation such as a bookcase 
or cabinet that may impede the flow of air through the ventilation 
openings. Place the unit away from heat sources such as radiators, 
heat registers, stoves, or other appliances that produce heat. 

4. The power-supply cord should be routed so that it is not likely to be 
walked on or pinched by items placed upon or against it, paying 
particular attention to the cord at the plug, convenience receptacle, 
and the point where the cord exits from the unit. 

5. Care should be taken so objects do not fall and liquids are not 
spilled into the enclosure through the openings. 

6. All servicing should be referred to qualified service personnel. The 
following damage requires servicing by qualified service personnel: 

A. The power-supply cord or the plug has been damaged; or 

B. Objects have fallen, or liquid has been spilled into the unit: or 

C. The unit has been exposed to rain or water; or 

D. The unit does not appear to operate normally or exhibits a marked 
change in performance; or 

E. The unit has been dropped or the enclosure damaged. 

7. If you are going on a vacation, or for some reason do not need your 
Weatheradio Alert to be on, set VOLUME Control/Power switch OFF and 
unplug the power cord from the outlet. 



The Weatheradio Alert is designed for operation only from 120 volts 
60 Hz, AC power. Do not attempt to use any other AC power source. 

To clean the cabinet, use only a soft rag, slightly dampened with 
water and mild soapsuds. Do not use harsh solvents. 



Weatheradio Alert 
(120-0140) 


Care and Maintenance 


Faxback Doc. # 47651 


1. Reception range varies from location to location. Also some Weather 
Stations operate at much higher power levels than others; and some 
have their transmitting towers on top of high building or hills. If 
reception in your area is not too good, check with your local 
RadioShack store to see what are typical reception ranges in your 
area. Also try different locations in your home or office to find a 
place of good reception. 

2. If the Weather Station cannot be heard, contact your local National 
Weather Service office to verify the station is on the air. Also 
verify the CHANNEL switch is set to the channel for your area. 

3. All National Weather Service stations periodically transmit an Alert 
test signal. Some broadcast only once a week and others often. You 
can always find out when the test signal is broadcast by calling the 
U.S. Weather Bureau's phone number for your local NOAA station. 
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Frequency Coverage: Weather band 162.550, 162.475, and 

162.400 MHz, crystal controlled 

Intermediate Frequencies: 455 kHz 

Power Output: Maximum 260 milliwatts 

Power Source: 120 Volts, 60 Hz, 5 watts AC power, with back-up 

battery power from 9-volt battery, (not supplied) 

Speaker: 2.25 Inches (6 cm) permanent magnet, dynamic type, 32 Ohms 


Antennas: Line cord antenna or telescoping rod antenna 

Dimensions (HWD) : 1.25 x 5.312 x 5 Inches (3.3 x 15 x 12.50 cm) 

Weight: 1.05 lbs (470 g) 

(LB/eb 5/14/98) 
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